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The Marico pa Assoc iation of Governments (MA G) is deve loping a  new Regiona l Transpo rtation Plan  for the M AG regio n.  As part o f this

effort, MAG conducted a series of focus groups to identify and document transportation is sues an d concerns.  T he focus grou ps were held

throughout the Valley to  capture id eas from geographically an d ethnica lly diverse gro ups of pa rticipants.  Th e finding s will assist MAG  in

identifying regional values, goals and objectives that will guide the development of the Regional Transportation Plan.

The format of the focus groups included an opportunity for interactive discussion among participants, as well as a voting exercise that

provided insight on priorities.  To help structure the process, the discussions were organized into five topic areas.  The topics included:

û Demographic and Social Change;

û The New Eco nomy;

û Environ menta l and Reso urce Issues;

û Land Use and Urban Development; and

û Transportation and Techno logy.

Participan ts were encouraged to provide  their ow n issues  and co ncern s that rela ted to each topic, bo th indi vidua lly and in  a roun d-table

discussion.  The respon ses received we re docum ented in essentially a “verb atim” format so that the message intended by the participant was

accurate ly conveyed.  

The results of the Hispanic-American Focus Group are attache d.  This m aterial has been div ided into  two par ts as follows:
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Part I.  Key Focus Group Issues:  In Part I, the key issues iden tified at the H ispanic-American  Focus G roup are  listed by topic  area.  These

issues are those voted by the participants to be the top two concerns in each topic area.  Due to ties, certain topics may have mo re than two

issues listed. 

Part II.   Comprehensive Listing of Participant Issues:  In Part II, all the issue s identified b y the indiv idual par ticipants are  listed.  These

issues have  been grouped  by topic a rea. 

If you hav e any qu estions or co mme nts on the  focus grou p proce ss or the attach ed resu lts, please contact Roger Herzog, MAG, at 602-254-

6300 or rherzog@ mag. maricopa .gov
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HISPANIC-AMERICAN FOCUS GROUP

PART I. KEY FOCUS GROUP ISSUES

The participan ts of the Hisp anic-Am erican Fo cus Grou p were  given the  oppo rtunity to vo te on their to p two issue s in each o f five topic

areas.  The two issues receiving the most votes are listed under each topic.  Due to ties, certain topics may have more than two issues listed.

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL CHANGE PRIMARY ISSUES

û Use of mass transit system by immigrant population.

û The ne ed to reco ncile censu s figures (Hisp anic population  is underco unted).

THE NEW ECONOMY PRIMARY ISSUES

û Deve lop mo re mod al option s for the type s of jobs (durin g certain tim es of day).

û Need  better leade rship for m eeting ne eds (includ ing pub lic sector).

ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES PRIMARY ISSUES

û Better ma intenance of transp ortation system (the need for fun ding).

û The need for a mu lti-modal system to improve air quality.

û More responsible development is needed.

LAND USE AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT PRIMARY ISSUES

û The ne ed for land  use and  transporta tion coo rdination  (proxim ate density).

û Get rid of Grand Avenue.



HISPANIC-AMERICAN FOCUS GROUP

6 MAG  REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN

FOCUS GROUP RESULTS

AUGUST 2001

TRANSPORTATION AND TECHNOLOGY PRIMARY ISSUES

û Deve loping d ifferent types o f fuels and en ergy for car s.

û Move from free way use  to inter-regio nal mass tra nsit.

PART II. COMPREHENSIVE LISTING OF PARTICIPANTS ISSUES

The following is a comprehensive listing of the issues that individual participants of the Hispanic-American Focus Grou p identified  as their

concerns under each topic.

DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL CHANGE ISSUES

û The ne ed to reco ncile censu s figures (Hisp anic population  is underco unted).

û Use of mass transit system by immigrant population.

û Quicker use of resources because of population concentration.

û Hispanic baby boomers are aging.

û More  use of public transit by sch ools.

û A more  efficient transit system will attract m ore users.

THE NEW ECONOMY ISSUES

û Need  better leade rship for m eeting ne eds (includ ing pub lic sector).

û The growth of the service sector relies on the local Latino population.

û Deve lop mo re mod al option s for the type s of jobs (durin g certain tim es of day).

û Latinos will not telecommute as much.

û Work /home separatio n is a critical issue (n eed more proximity be tween th e two).

û Need continuous bike paths to reach work.

û Educate  people  on alterna tives.
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û Need  adequ ate infrastruc ture for freigh t (railroad).

û Mass transit is key for infrastructure.

ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES ISSUES

û Better ma intenance of transp ortation system (the need for fun ding).

û The new transportation plan has to be flexible.

û The fixed  nature o f investme nts must be  planned out.

ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCES ISSUES (CONTINUED)
û More responsible development is needed.

û Mon itoring an d conse rving water usage  during d evelopm ent.

û The need for a mu lti-modal system to improve air quality.

û The heat forces more car usage.

û Need  better design standa rds for ped estrian uses.

LAND USE AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

û The ne ed for land  use and  transporta tion coo rdination  (proxim ate density).

û Providin g incentiv es for mixe d-use developm ent.

û Make taking transit a more pleasurable experience.

û Educate  youth on  transporta tion issues.

û Do no t discourag e densities.

û Aim for d ifferent land  use pattern s.

û Get rid of Grand Avenue.

û Encou rage more attractive  infill develop ments.

û Provide affordable housing.
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TRANSPORTATION AND TECHNOLOGY ISSUES

û Marketing alternative means of transportation.

û Deve loping d ifferent types o f fuels and en ergy for car s.

û Use of sm aller cars.

û Make  the best available op tion mo re efficient.

û People  do not w ant to give  up their ca rs.

û Establish flexib le work h ours and  different tran sportation  times.

û Utilize time  management in travel; co nsider the  economic adv antage in  more carpoo ling and c ar pool lan es.

û Mixed -use deve lopme nt of transportation fac ilities.

û Move from free way use  to inter-regio nal mass tra nsit.

û Finance mechanisms are critical for regional economic health.


